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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">But this theory had not yet received judicial<BR>sanction, and the time was at hand when the ques- <BR>tion of freedom or slavery in the western territory<BR>was to be determined. Between March and De- <BR>cember, 1853, the discovery was made that the Act<BR>of 1850 organizing the Territories of New Mexico<BR>and Utah had superseded the Compromise of 1820;<BR>that a principle had been recognized applicable to<BR>all the Territories; that all were open to settlement<BR>on equal terms to slaveholders and non-slave- <BR>holders; that the subject of slavery should be re- <BR>moved from Congress to the people of the Terri- <BR>tories; and that they should decide, either when a<BR>territorial legislature was organized or at the time<BR>of the adoption of a constitution preparatory to<BR>statehood, whether or not slavery should be au- <BR>thorized. These ideas found expression in various<BR>newspapers during the month of December, 1853.<BR>Though the authorship of the new theory is still a<BR>matter of dispute, it is well known that Stephen A.<BR>Douglas became its chief sponsor and champion.<BR>The real motives and intentions of Douglas himself<BR>and of many of his supporters will always remain<BR>obscure and uncertain. But no uncertainty<BR>attaches to the motives of Senator Atchison<BR>and the leaders of the Calhoun section of the</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:14.9pt;\">But this theory had not yet received judicial<BR>sanction, and the time was at hand when the ques- <BR>tion of freedom or slavery in the western territory<BR>was to be determined. Between March and De- <BR>cember, 1853, the discovery was made that the Act<BR>of 1850 organizing the Territories of New Mexico<BR>and Utah had superseded the Compromise of 1820;<BR>that a principle had been recognized applicable to<BR>all the Territories; that all were open to settlement<BR>on equal terms to slaveholders and non-slave- <BR>holders; that the subject of slavery should be re- <BR>moved from Congress to the people of the Terri- <BR>tories; and that they should decide, either when a<BR>territorial legislature was organized or at the time<BR>of the adoption of a constitution preparatory to<BR>statehood, whether or not slavery should be au- <BR>thorized. These ideas found expression in various<BR>newspapers during the month of December, 1853.<BR>Though the authorship of the new theory is still a<BR>matter of dispute, it is well known that Stephen A.<BR>Douglas became its chief sponsor and champion.<BR>The real motives and intentions of Douglas himself<BR>and of many of his supporters will always remain<BR>obscure and uncertain. But no uncertainty<BR>attaches to the motives of Senator Atchison<BR>and the leaders of the Calhoun section of the</SPAN><BR>\
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